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Abstract:

The aim of the report is to present research done by the author, concerning the
development of the European Single Market in the circumstances of the COVID
19’s pandemic. The research is based on twenty-seven in-depth interviews with
experts in the studied field. Their point of view is compared with the author’s
thesis and hypotheses. The questionnaire is divided into four main blocks. The
first aims at Internal market’s role as main factor of the integration process. The
second block seeks the experts’ opinion about the effects (positive and negative)
of the imposed anti-epidemic measures on the four freedoms. In the third block
the questions are directed to the COVID 19’s pandemic effects on EU Competition
policy and EU Regional policy. The last fourth block examines the impact of the
considered processes on the Republic of Bulgaria economic development.
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Introduction

The aim of this report is to present a study conducted by the author on the
development of the EU Internal Market in the context of the COVID 19
pandemic. It is based on twenty-seven in-depth interviews with experts in the
field. The interviews were based on questions identified by the author. By
collecting and analysing the opinions of the experts, the aim was to use those
as an antithesis or prove the author’s point of view. Due to the briefness of
this text, the author’s perspective on the different aspects of the study is
presented in a separate line in the table below as well as in the conclusions.

The questionnaire is divided into four main blocks. The first aims at identi-
fying the importance of the EU internal market for the socio-economic deve-
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lopment of the Member States of the Union. It focuses on the integration
process and the challenges that accompany it. The second block seeks the
views of the experts interviewed on the positive and negative effects of anti-
polio measures on the free movement of goods, services, capital and people.
In the third block, the questions focus on the impact of the COVID-19 pande-
mic on several key Union policies - competition policy, regional policy and trade
policy. The final fourth block examines the impact of the processes on the econo-
mic development of the Republic of Bulgaria.

Selection of respondents for the interviews

In selecting respondents, the author sought to identify experts who were
representatives of the public, private or NGO sectors. In addition, many of
them are active in teaching, others have been or are part of the country’s
government (mainly civil servants). In this way, the author has provided an
opportunity to explore a wider range of views independent of each other. The
profile of each of the experts interviewed is as it follows:

« Expert on EU regional policy and NGO sector representative;

» EU policy expert;

» Expert from a government agency in the field of labour and social policy;

« Expert in the field of EU Economic and Monetary Union;

» Specialist in the field of education;

« Expert in the field of taxation;

» Expert in European policies and projects;

» Expert in European affairs and education;

» Regional policy expert;

» Expert in financial services and consumer protection;

» Expert in European affairs;

» Specialist in tax and financial control;

» Expert from a state agency in the system of labour and social policy;

» Representative of a supervisory institution of financial institutions - BNB;

» Representative of a supervisory institution of financial institutions - BNB;

» Economist and employee of the Customs Agency;

* Macroeconomist and lecturer at the University of National and World
Economy;

o Lecturer at the Faculty of International Economics and Politics, Univer-
sity of National and World Economy;

« PhD in European Studies and lecturer at the Department of Political
Science, Sofia University;

» PhD in Economics and external expert at the European Commission;
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the pandemic has led to a certain ,,slowdown“ in the integration process, which
should not have negative consequences, on the contrary, it is likely to give it
a new impetus.

The first, the second and the fourth questions are inextricably linked because
of their thematic - competition policy, protectionism and liberalization, and
state aid. It is clear that the change in one of these policies obliges the change
in the other ones. Focusing on the first question according to the answers, the
EU competition policy needed to be changed, to be more flexible to the
wenvironment®“, The second and fourth questions from block 3 are extremely
debatable. In practice, the split in responses (one the one hand between first
question and the other two ones, and on the other hand inside the last two
questions) embodies the bifurcation in decision-making process inside the
Member States and the EU itself on issues related to protectionism, libera-
lization and state aid. Nevertheless, it should not be forgotten that one of the
basic principles on which the common commercial policy is based is that of
opening up and liberalizing world markets. An expression of this aspiration is
the practice of concluding so-called free trade agreements with third countries,
which can be reformulated to some extent as a result of the pandemic, but not
repealed. Seventy-seven percent of the respondents identified the Regional
policy as an appropriate tool for overcoming the consequences of the crisis.
This is logical, because this policy aims to improve economic conditions in
regions of relative disadvantages in the EU.

For all three questions posed in Block 4, which are directly related to
Bulgaria, the respondents give comparable answers. This is a proof of the
negative economic effects of the pandemic on the country. It is interesting to
note that a large number of respondents distrust the implementation of the
National Recovery and Resilience Plan, despite its potential to generate positive
economic growth. This is probably due to the dynamic political situation in
the country in the last year and the lack of stable executive and legislative
power.
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