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The process of professionalization of forestry
worldwide during the period from the 18" to the
early 20" century contained several components,
the main ones being practice and education. The
third oftheseisassociations. Theassociationsarethe
most important agent for the establishment of any
profession. As a rule, they unite the elite of a given
profession and fulfil certain functions, of which
the most important are to provide possibilities for
exchange of knowledge and experience through
publications or conferences, seminars, and so on,
to define who is a professional and who may (or
may not) exercise the given profession; to assist in
raising the status of the profession, etc.

THE PROFESSIONALIZATION
OF FORESTRY IN EUROPE

This process has its origins — as in other areas
— in the developed Western countries. It was there
that forestry science emerged in the 18" century.
In the initial development of forestry, both as an
activity and as a profession, the German states
played a leading role. With a view to better forest
management, the first forest administrations were
set up in some of them as early as the end of the
18™ century. For their needs, specialized forestry
schools also appeared at that time on the Old
Continent in Saxony, Thuringia, and Bavaria.
Later, in the beginning of the 19" century, similar
schools were opened in some parts of the Habsburg
Empire, e.g. in Marienbrunn and in Schemnitz/
Shelmecbanya (Banska Stiavnica in present-day
Slovakia). Their example was followed by other
countries on the continent — France, Belgium,
Switzerland, Russia, and others.

In the first half of the 19" century, the third
major element of the professionalization of
forestry emerged, namely the associations. Such
organizations were established in a number of
European countries — Germany, Switzerland,
and others. In the Habsburg empire, a number of
provincial organizations called ‘Forstverein” were
founded between 1848 and 1851 — in the Czech
lands, in Hungary, and elsewhere. In 1852, the
Imperial Forestry Union (Reichsforstverein) was
founded in Vienna.

FORESTRY IN THE BALKANS

In the Balkan countries, modern forestry
was making its way relatively late compared to
the West. The first serious attempts to introduce
modern methods of forestry organization and
management date back to the 1830s. Western
models were adopted, but their adaptation to local
conditions was a slow, difficult and controversial
process®.

In the period from 1830 to 1860, the first forest
services were established in the Balkan countries
— in Greece (1836), the Ottoman Empire (1840-
1841, 1857), Serbia (1837, 1864) and Wallachia
(1851). In the following years, a number of
transformations were made in their organization
and functions. In order to fill them with qualified
specialists, recourse was made to the employment
of foreigners and the training of local personnel.
The first specialized schools in the region were
also founded during this period — in Bucharest
(1851), Constantinople (1857), Krizevci (Croatia)
in 1860 and Pozarevac (Serbia) in 1872. However,
these educational institutions could not satisfy the
needs of qualified specialists of the local forest
services. For this reason, the governments trained
a large number of Balkan foresters in Western and
Central Europe.

Thus, in the course of the second half of
the 19* century, relatively numerous groups
of foresters gradually emerged in the Balkan
countries, which realized the need to establish their
own organizations in order to protect their rights
and raise the prestige of the emerging profession
in society. The first steps in this respect were made
through publications aimed at promoting the ideas
of modern forestry, opinions on the structure and
functions of forestry services, the establishment of
specialized educational institutions, etc. Initially,
this was quite often done jointly with specialists
in the related agricultural field, but gradually
they became more independent. In fact, some of
these means and ways were already apparent at
the stage before the professional organizations
were set up. We will see below how this process
was taking place in the different countries of the
region.

! For a comparison with a similar process among Balkan engineers cf Kostov 2018.

2 Kostov 2016.
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beginning of the twentieth century, the Ottoman
authorities made frequent changes in the forestry
services within the state administration and in
specialized education.

However, the forestry community in the
empire could not actively participate in the process
of forming decisions on these issues as it was not
yet officially organized. Various reasons had an
adverseimpactinthisrespect. Along witheconomic
and ethnic factors, restrictions on the organization
of social activities and the creation of all kinds of
associations in the empire played a negative role.
It was only after the Young Turk Revolution of
summer 1908 and the introduction of constitutional
government that more favourable conditions
were created for the emergence of professional
associations. Among the first to take advantage
of them were the engineers and architects, who
founded their own society in the summer of that
year, though the foresters failed to follow their
example. However, a higher school of forestry
was established in the context of liberalization
in the Empire. It opened in Constantinople in
1911. Soon after, the first step was taken towards
the establishment of a professional organization
of Ottoman foresters. In 1913, an association of
graduates of the Higher School of Forestry (Orman
Mekteb-i Alisi Mezunin Cemiyeti) was established.
Along with this, its printed organ, the journal
Toprak, began to appear. However, no organization
of foresters was established in Ottoman Turkey
until after the war.

In Greece, efforts to build a modern forest
administration continued from the 1830s until
the end of the century®. Due to the lack of trained
personnel, initially persons without special
education were appointed to the forestry service.
In the course of time, Greeks who had graduated
abroad or foreigners with adequate training
were recruited to the service. For many years,
the country had been plagued by a shortage of

& Grispos 1973: 128-250, Panagouli 2016: 80 seq.

sufficiently well-trained staff. It was not until
1896 that the first forestry school was founded
in Vytina, but it trained forestry professionals at
lower and intermediate level. It was the only one
in the country until the beginning of the First
World War. It was not until 1917 that the Higher
School of Forestry was opened in Athens.

Until the First World War, Greek foresters
failed to establish a national professional
organization. There were indeed associations,
such as the Athenian Forestry Society, founded in
1900, but its activities were limited to promoting
the ideas of modern forestry. An independent
professional organization of Greek foresters did
not take place during this period due to a lack of
maturity and solidarity.

CONCLUSION

The process of professionalization of
forestry in the Balkans until 1914 is characterized
by a slow and uneven development, following
the example and experience of the West. The
emergence of such an important component as
the professional associations is determined by
the specific conditions in each of the countries
of the region. Undoubtedly, the impact of social
and ethno-national factors on the formation of
forest communities and their consolidation must
be taken into account here. Where the multiethnic
empires are concerned, we see the positive
influence of the national factor in the case of
Croatia-Slavonia and the negative influence in the
Ottoman case. In Greece, on the other hand, the
social factor obviously did not contribute to the
creation of a professional organization of foresters.
The successes and failures in the establishment
of professional organizations of Balkan foresters
show the state and maturity of their communities,
which are at an early stage of their formation
during the period under study.
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