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explicitly to it, but undoubtedly hinting to this
event, in 1990 Alexander Fol wrote that in 1986
it had become clear that the start of the thraco-
logical studies could be re-dated 20 years ear-
lier than previously known®. The new name in-
troduced then in the specialized literature was
the one of Sigebert Haverkamp, who published
in 1736-1737 two volumes of a general history
of the ancient and early Medieval world; the
second volume includes a section on the his-
tory and numismatics of ancient Thracians, but
Thrace also appears throughout the detailed re-
port on ancient Macedonia®.

Recently a further new name and oeuvre
have been highlighted with the statement that
the first known so far study on the history of
ancient Thrace in fact dates back to the end of
the 16™ century and belongs to Reinerus Reinec-
cius, who wrote “Historia Ivlia, Siue Syntagma
Heroicom” (1595)'; there a section of 31 pages
is included under the title “Regnum Thra-
cium” . However, the collection of the remark-
able Bulgarian Dr Simeon Simov, has provided
us with evidence, that the interest for ancient
Thrace predates even the book of Reineccius, as
already in 1585 Abraham Ortelius created the
map of Ancient Thrace (Thraciae Veteris Ty-
pus)’?, putting in it a lot of efforts and — obvi-
ously — intensive study of the available ancient
evidence on the matter.

Thanks to digital technologies it became
possible to retrieve many more names of pre-
19 century humanitarians who have studied
Thracian history and geography, and this is a
task which expects its motivated and trained
researchers. Especially when we take into con-

8 Fol 1990: 10; cf. Vanova et al. 1986: 18, no I. 35.

sideration that meanwhile some of the codices
have been destroyed due to wars in 17"-20"
¢. Here I am going to mention just two more
names in an attempt to start drawing attention
to the topic. In chronological order they would
be Christophor Heidmann and Georgius Horn-
ius: In 1658 Heidmann published a book, of
which chapter XII is devoted to Thrace® and
chapter XIII — to Moesia and Dacia’, while in
Hornius” oeuvre of 1666 the author introduces
with short reports the Thracian history™.
Several precisions are needed concerning
the contributions of Count Luigi Ferdinando
Marsili to the geography of ancient Thrace by
introducing information about sites and mon-
uments he has managed to autopsy. The first
publication of Marsili’s oeuvre concerning these
lands appeared in fact already in 1726 in Lat-
in'; the book of 1734 mentioned by Chr. Danov
and Al Fol, is a French translation. A further
reason for the needed precisions is the fact that
almost half a century before the book of 1726
(1934) Count Luigi Marsili published in Italian
a report on the Thracian Bosporus (1681)Y, in
which he discusses the topography and the ge-
ographical peculiarities of this strait, referring
even to Polybios and his information about the
“temple of Mercurius” in ancient Byzantion®.
Many further precisions concerning the
pre-19™ century interest in ancient Thrace are
possible and are in fact needed; however, this
is not the purpose of this paper. Also, I am
not going to discuss here the publications on
the matter which postdate 1800, as they have
been discussed — though also not exhaustively
— elsewhere”. What is needed in fact here, is to

® Haverkamp 1737: 298-316 and 311-316, the latter being without page numbers.
10 Mitrev, Hliev 2024. Here I would like to thank Prof. DSc Mirena Slavova (Department of Classical Philology at the Sofia

University) for introducing to me this publication.
" Reineccius 1595: 105-136.

12 Pindikova 2006: 32-33. See also Phillips 1914: 115, no. 26. See here on p. 13.

13 Heidmann 1658: 323-347.
" Heidmann 1658: 347-357.

15 Hornius 1666: 122, 144, 147. Special thanks are due to Prof. Dr Alexander Nikolov (Faculty of History at the Sofia

University), who drew my attention to the text of this author.
' Marsili 1726.

7 Marsigli 1681.

8 Marsigli 1681: 26.

1 Danov 1968: 15-42; Fol 1972: 14-35; Danov 1976: 2-21. See especially Theodossiev 2015: 4-5 for some intriguing

information on early excavations of Thracian tumuli.
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On the other hand — some texts have been pre-
served in many codices and some of them dif-
fer from one another greatly in certain parts*
and there are emotional debates which of the
versions presents more accurately the original
author’s idea.

The obligatory need to check the codices
and not to rely just on the published ancient
sources became clear also while working with
Eusebius’ Chronicle entirely preserved solely
in an Armenian translation of which only one
copy is available and the Latin translation
of Eusebius’ Canons by Jerome, preserved in
eleven codices. As already mentioned in an-
other place®, Dr Nicolay Sharankov drew my
attention to the fact that the different codices
of Jerome associate the transformation of the
Thracian kingdom into a Roman province with
different year within the 206™ Olympiad — more
codices date the change in the fourth year of the
206" Olympiad®. Although only in three out of
eleven the change is dated in the second year of
the 206" Olympiad®, the latter is the one uni-
versally accepted in the published versions of
the Jerome’s text, despite the fact that it does
not synchronize with all available evidence on
the matter®. The incorrectness of this approach
when publishing Jerome’s text is evident also
by the fact that the Armenian translation of
Eusebius’ Chronicle dates the birth of the Ro-
man province of Thracia in the third year of the
206™ Olympiad?, i.e. in the time of AD July/Au-
gust 47 — June/July 48, which is in full accord
with the information one could extract from the
available parts of Tacitus” Annales and Cassius
Dio’s Roman history®®. This would mean that

due to incorrect publications of the Jerome’s
codices for almost century and a half the trans-
formation of the Thracian kingdom into a Ro-
man province has been wrongly dated to either
AD 45 or AD 46. This is really a pity, as back
in mid-19* century this fateful for the Thracian
lands change was dated to AD 47%, but this
relatively correct dating remained without fol-
lowers in the centuries to come. Nowadays the
good news is that thanks to the digital era, the
obligatory need to check the codices and not to
rely just on the published ancient sources, be-
comes achievable.

The fourth “must” aside, despite the long-
lasting universal agreement on the first three
elements of the assessment, there are huge dif-
ferences in approaching some of the ancient au-
thors. Among them Thucydides has a very spe-
cial place, being approached and “measured”
quite controversially™. And this is fully under-
standable, due to the huge literature published
on his personality and his oeuvre®; in 2018
even the First International Academic Confer-
ence “Thucydides the Athenian” was held in
Athens (Greece)™. Thus, we have Karl Popper’s
definition of Thucydides as ‘greatest historian,
perhaps, who ever lived’®. Of course, we must
have in mind that this laudatio comes from the
author of another very influential book, “The
Poverty of Historicism™, still there can hardly
be a doubt that this definition was really meant
as a praise, even though followed by the state-
ment “But however successful he was in mak-
ing sure of the facts he records, and however
sincere his efforts to be impartial, his comments
and moral judgements represent an interpreta-

22 See e.g. Hdt V.16.1 which in some codices includes three Thracian ethnonyms (the Doberes, the Agrianes and the
Odomanti), while in other codices these three names are missing.

B Boteva-Boyanova 2021: 15.

2 Schoene 1866: 153.

2 Helm 1956: xlvii.

% Boteva-Boyanova 2021; Boteva 2022.

27 Schoene 1866, 152; Karst 1911: 214-215.

8 Boteva-Boaynova 2021: 11-14; Boteva 2022: 46.
® Migne 1866: 449.

30 See for example the insightful review of J. P. Euben on 1984 W R.Connor’s book on Thucydides, strongly influenced by the

Vietnam War (Euben 1986).

31 See e.g. Rengakos, Tyakmakis 2006: 839-882; Balot, Forsdyke, Foster 2017; Nyvit 2018; Low 2023.

32 Marinatos, Pitt 2022.
33 Popper 2013: 169.
3 Popper 2002.
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tion, a point of view; and in this we need not
agree with him”®. Different attitude is champi-
oned by the esteemed French historian of An-
tiquity Nicole Loraux, who wrote back in 1980
“Thucydide n’est pas un collegue’®. Harsher
critique was published back in 1885, when Her-
man Miiller-Striibung insisted that Thucydides
wrote a “martialisch-didaktische epopde (...), an die
wir durchaus nicht die forderung historischer treue
(...) stellen diirfen”.

As is well known and often mentioned,
however not properly discussed, Thucydides
was personally involved in some of the events
he wrote about, having failed in his public tasks
and because of this he was exiled by his com-
patriots. He spent 20 years in exile, and being
in exile, started writing his work on the Pelo-
ponnesian War. Moreover, he was exiled by the
Athenians, because he failed to secure for his
polis the control over Amphipolis and accord-
ingly, the control over the gold and silver mines
in Pangaion. However, he did not fail to keep
the hold of his own mine in the same region
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