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importance (ICPLI) in the Municipality and the
state of its management, I was enticed to search
for the political agents that ‘claim’ authority
over it (instead of the state) and to evaluate
whose story do the local people ‘see and hear’
on an everyday basis. The article does not take
a position against the care for monuments that
are being ignored and are suffering neglect
and decay in the past decades, but instead is
exploring what is the narrative that is pushed
to the surface in the absence of state care.

INTRODUCTION

During the fieldwork, it was hard to miss
the fact that a big part of the ICPLI lack (well)
built infrastructure (both in terms of roads but
also outdoor directories, signs with general
information on the objects, etc.), security
regimes, and owing to the latter, a handful
of the archaeological sites’and monuments
are currently nonexistent due to looting and,
possibly, trafficking. There was a salient
difference, nevertheless, concerning those of the
ICPLI and the immovable cultural properties
with national importance (ICPNI) listed as
historical sites, especially the ones related to
the local record of the historical — Internal
Macedonian Revolutionary Organization (in
Bulgarian — BMPO, in the text VMRO). Many
of the latter were well preserved, restored in
the past 10 — 15 years and maintained with the
initiative, coordination, and financial support
of the VMRO-BND*. According to the Cultural
Heritage Act (CHA; 3axkoH 3a KyATYpPHOTO

HacaeAcTBo), these are the prerogatives of the
central and local administration, i.e.,, Ministry
of Culture and local municipalities®. Thus, if
the state however transliterates them to other
actors, then it is essential to know who gains
the right of control over the public memory and
the national narrative implemented in these
monuments.

In my analysis, I am stepping on Michael
Billig’s seminal ‘Banal Nationalism” (1995),
which changed the general understanding of
hownationalism’functions’insocieties. Heturns
his attention to the everyday use of nationalism
and the ‘banal” ways it affects societies to ensure
their belonging to the ‘imagined community’.
One of these ways is through architecture and
urban space construction. In this sense, my work
has a meta-analytic aim — to discuss who claims
the everyday distribution of the narrative and
what are the banal, almost invisible changes of
its influence on the public discourse. During
the fieldwork, respondents shared that not as
many tourists were interested in VMRO-related
monuments in comparison to those, part of the
ICPLI / ICPNI, having religious (i.e,, Rozhen
Monastery and its complex) or para-religious
significance lacking state recognition (i.e.,
the birthplace of Reverend Stoyna, Bulgarian
hermitess, considered clairvoyant and healer).
But if we have to look at the everyday banal
influence of the national narrative implicated
in the built surrounding, it will be unavoidable
to look at the region’s geography and miss the
symbolic presence of the historical and modern
VMRO-BND.

* As per the Cultural Heritage Act /CHA/, monuments and sites listed in the List of Immovable Cultural Properties
(ICPs) with the categories “of local importance” and “of national importance” are listed in several categories, such as
archaeological, architectural and construction, historical, etc,, sites.

* Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization - Bulgarian National Movement is a modern Bulgarian political
party with a national-conservative orientation (see: https://europeelects.eu/bulgaria/)

® The modern normative structure concerning the immovable heritage of both categories combines simultaneously:
centralised and decentralised approaches to the preservation and promotion of cultural heritage. That creates
an unclear distribution of responsibility for the protection of cultural heritage, especially when larger financial
resources are required. CHA declares that: “The State shall ensure the protection of cultural heritage regardless
of its location” (Art. 1, para 2), while it also obliges the owners, concessionaires and users of immovable cultural
property to take the necessary care for their preservation, conservation and maintenance, in compliance with its
provisions and it’s implementing acts (Art. 71, para 1). As it comes to an “outside’ initiative for restorative work,
it says that in cases of investment projects and requests for interventions in protected areas for the conservation
of single or group immovable properties with the category of ‘local significance’, coordination shall be carried out
by the Minister of Culture or officials, authorized by him, after a written opinion has been provided by one of the
6 municipal expert units in the planning regions (Art 197, para 1). Nevertheless, the latter has limited powers and
remains rather unpopular among municipal administrations in their respective regions.
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The ‘architects” of the “official discourse”:
the state and its representatives, political figures
and parties, academia, church, etc., have long
exercised political power in the wider region
including Sandanski Municipality, especially
in the period before the democratic changes
in 1989. Over the course of decades, history
and its symbols became a powerful tool for
achieving clear separation from the other
neighbouring Balkan countries (especially
towards Macedonia), specifically with Todor
Zhivkov’s rule® when he imposed ‘ideological
nominalism’” Nowadays, in the context of
rising nationalism and the renewed importance
of the so-called ‘Macedonian question’, the
nationalistic politics led by certain parties can
lead to a political and social conflict in the
Balkans and a consecutive EU reaction.

THE ORETICAL STANDPOINT

An analysis of ‘elite — society” relationship
calls for a specific attention to be drawn on
the social understanding and construction of
space. The topic has been of an interest to a
number of fields such as: political geography,
historical sociology, philosophy, sociology,
sociology of architecture, sociology of space.
The relationship between space and power
in a more cultural approach became a primal
concern of the post-structuralist philosophers
such as M. Foucault and |. Derrida, to whom
the architecture becomes both symbolic and
physical epitome of human relations and the
‘anthropic space’ — an “affirmation of a collective
identity (of a city, a people or a Nation)’®.

Architecture, built environment, and urban
spaces have arguably been an important part
of nation-building processes throughout the

world. Seen as part of the cultural heritage of the
communities it is another tool used by nation-
states to carry the ‘nation’s code’ throughout
the ages and create the distinctive image of the
named nation’. Georg Simmel in his ‘Sociology
of space’® notes that the “significance of space
for social formations lies in its capacity of fixing
their contents’, i.e., the urban space as a social
space embodies the central ideas, ideologies,
politics, sentiments of a certain historical
period.

The present research takes Henry
Lefebvre’s approach to space as an essentially
social construct and a political tool:

[Urbanism] is a mask and a tool: a mask
for the state and political action, a tool of
interests that are dissimulated within a
strategy and a socio- logic. Urbanism does
not try to model space as a work of art. It
does not even try to do so in keeping with
its technological imperatives, as it claims.
The space it creates is political*'.

Social construction of space (buildings,
streets, monuments) is preconditioned and
produced by and within historical, social,
physical, mental processes, and political values
integrated in them'. Being, nevertheless,
constructed by architects on the political
elite’s order, space appears to be entitled the
medium position between the aforementioned,
the symbolic interpretations and the societal
practices of everyday life. His approach also lies
on the idea of ‘everyday life” and the dialectical
nature of space: it can change individuals but
it can be changed in turn as well. The matter of
agency is important in the works of Giddens,
as he also introduces the notion of ‘locale’

¢ Before his rule in the early 60s, the country was following an internationalism course that was visible in the
state politics aimed at building a narrative of a shared VMRO past with Macedonia. In line with that, the regime
was following the “teleological continuity” between the ‘progressive’” revolutionary struggles of the past and the
communist ones. The state narrative was ideologically imposed through a campaign in 1949 — 1951 when many
public facilities, schools, factories, and urbanities were named after the new pantheon of Macedonian revolutionaries.
Hence, the town of St Vrach became Sandanski after the revolutionary Yane Sandanski (Gruev 2011: 53).

7 Todorova 1997:146.

8 Vitale 2012.

? Jones 2011.

10 Simmel 1997.

1 Lefebure 2003: 180.
2 Verdery 1999: 39-40.
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the space and all its features, which help
individuals to sustain their communication
of meaning®. All locales are ascribed different
functions in different social circumstances
and depending on the group of individuals
in focus. In his words: ‘space is not an empty
dimension along which social groupings
become structured, but has to be considered in
terms of its involvement in the constitution of
systems of interaction’™.

MAPPING OF THE LIVED SPACE
IN THE SANDANSKI MUNICIPALITY

If we look at the political field in Bulgaria,
we will inevitably notice that VMRO-BND
is one of the parties, if not the only one, that
takes an active stance on the monuments and
built environment®. In the past less than ten
years, the party has organised many events
to engage the public in the country with the
monuments and the built surroundings on
its territory. An example is its appeal to every
citizen to #RememberTheHeroes and to offer a
flower to an ‘unpopular’ monument in his/hers
village, district or town every June 2™ — the
commemoration day for the revolutionary
Hristo Botev and those who gave their lives
for the Independence of the country - for the
past several years'. This year the VMRO-BND
representatives from the Sofia City Council
suggested that the controversial Soviet Army
Monument should be substituted with a
monumental complex of the Founders of the
Bulgarian state”. Additionally, at least since
2016 — 2017, it leads a campaign for the search,
restoration, and reconstruction of soldier
memorials in Western, North- and South-
Western Bulgaria. In 2010 they announced their

1 Giddens 1979: 201-210.
" Giddens 1984: 368.

youth organisation’s ‘Pure Memory’ campaign,
which aims at maintaining memorial sites in
Bulgaria: ‘For years, along with its current
political activity, VMRO has been taking care
of the symbols of our national pride in all parts
of Bulgaria™®.

Thus, as we can see, the everyday cultural
production of a nationalist party’s reclaimed
memorials can divert however slightly the
‘collective’” memory pushing a revanchist
narrative into everyday life”. In the case of
Sandanski Municipality, we can argue that this
is the case with the shared past of Bulgaria and
North Macedonia.

With all that in mind, I will look at five
cases: two ICPLI and two ICPNI, the restoration
practices of the state and VMRO-BND and
the symbolic geography they create in small
villages and desolated areas in the Municipality
in question.

THE STS CYRILAND METHODIUS
CHURCH AND THE GRAVES

OF YANE SANDANSKI®

AND TODOR ALEXANDROV

The temple (Ill. 1) was built in 1912
— 1914 across the Rozhen monastery by the
then VMORO* leader — Yane Sandanski, who
wanted to counter the Ecumenical Patriarchate
forbidding the Bulgarian exarchists from the
sanctuary. While it is now missing, it is said
that above the main entrance of the church,
there was a sign saying: “This church was built
in memory of St. Cyril and St. Methodius on
the initiative and assistance of the citizen Yane
Sandanski. It was started on May 1912 and
finished on October 1914’. Although there are
seven sites with local importance surrounding

5 I thank the journalist Georgi Donkov who performed a professional engine search on the online media coverage
of the relationship between VMRO and the built environment to test my hypothesis that the party is one of the

leading ones in that respect.

16 Standart (31.06.2022).

7 News.bg (08.02.2023).

8 VMRO.bg (08.11.2010).

1 Following the idea of Renan 1992: 3.

2 A prominent VMORO leader (1972 - 1915).

# Internal Macedonian — Adrianople Revolutionary Organisation, in Bulgarian VMORO

77


news://News.bg
VMRO.bg












Struma.com
















Heritage BG 4/2023

BIBLIOGRAPHY:

Bellentani, Panico 2016: Bellentani, Federico,
Mario Panico. The Meanings of Monuments
and Memorials: Toward a Semiotic Approach.
— Punctum, 2(1): 28-46.

Billig  1995: Billig, Michael. Banal
Nationalism. London/Thousand Oaks/New
Delhi: Sage Publications.

Giddens 1979: Giddens, Anthony. Central
Problems in Social Theory: Action, structure
and contradiction in social analysis: Action,
Structure and Contradictions in Social Analysis.
London: Palgrave Macmillan.

Giddens 1984: Giddens, Anthony. The
Constitution of Society. Outline of the
Structuration theory. Berkeley/Los Angeles:
University of California Press.

Gruev 2011: Gruev, Michail. Hacuane u
noautuka: Ilmpuncka MakegoHus B eTHOHa-
OMOHAAHUTE IIOAUTUKU Ha KOMYHUCTNYECKU
pexnm B bearapusa. B: Hacuane, moantuka n
namer. Komynncrmaeckuar pexum B [Tnpume-
ka MaxeaoHus — pedaekcun Ha CbBpEMEHHUKA
u nscaeaosareas. (cbcr. Muxama I'pyes, Be-
ceann Tenasudapos, Ilerst Bacuaesa-I'pyesa,
Buozera Kouesa — Ilonnosa, Mapnust Kocraau-
Hosa) [Nasilie i politika: Pirinska Makedoniya
v etnonatsionalnite politiki na komunistiches-
kiya rezhim v Balgariya. V: Nasilie, politika i
pamet. Komunisticheskiyat rezhim v Pirinska
Makedoniya — refleksii na savremennika i izsle-
dovatelya. (sast. Mihail Gruev, Veselin Tepavi-
charov, Petya Vasileva-Grueva, Violeta Kotseva
—Popova, Mariya Kostadinova)], Sofia.

Interim  report  2022:  Interim  Report
(documentary analysis) Analytical Study on
the Project ‘Policies for the Conservation and
Promotion of Immovable Cultural Property
of Local Importance in Bulgaria. Ethnological
Analysis on the Examples of the Municipalities of
Balchik, Kavarna, Garmen and Sandanski’. Draft.

Jones 2011: Jones, Paul. The Sociology of
Architecture: Constructing Identities. Liverpool:
Liverpool University Press.

Lefebore 2003: Lefebvre, Henri. The Urban
Revolution. USA: The University of Minnesota.
News.bg (08.03.2023): News.bg. BMPO
nckat Komiiaexc Ha ocHOBaTeAuTe Ja 3aMeCTU
MOUYA. Available at: https://news.bg/regions/
vmro-iskat-kompleks-na-osnovatelite-da-
zamesti-mocha.html (1.06.2023).
Pzdnes.com  (18.03.2019):
MakeAOHCKM — TYPUCTH

Pzdnes.com.
TpuAT ,ObArapcka
Maxkeaonns” Harpodana ne Canaanckn. Avail-
able at: https://shorturl.at/It]Z6 (01.06.2023).

Renan 1992: Renan, Ernest. Whatisa Nation?
Paris, Presses-Pocket, 1992 (translated by Ethan
Rundell).-http://ucparis.fr/files/9313/6549/9943/
What_is_a_Nation.pdf. (01.06.2023).

Standart 31.05.2022: Standart. BMPO ¢
aKIusl 3a repourte. uBeTﬂ Ha BCEKHN IIaMEeTHMK.
Available  at:  https://www.standartnews.
com/balgariya-politika/vmro-s-aktsiya-za-
geroite-tsvetya-na-vseki-pametnik-494202. html
(01.06.2023).

Struma.com  (02.11.2010):  Struma.com.
BMPO pecraspupa namernuka Ha Croio
Xa,ZI,)KI/IeB 1 KaMeHHMs MOCT B ILeHTbpa Ha
loaemoso. Available at: https://www.struma.
com/obshtestvo/7-gardove-s-nagradi-za-
otlichna-rabota_12935/ (01.06.2023).

Todorova 1997: Todorova, Maria. Ethnicity,
Nationalism, and the Communist Legacy in
Eastern Europe. — East European Politics and
Societies, Vol 7, No 1.

Verdery 1999: Verdery, Katherine. The
Political Lives of Dead bodies. USA: Columbia
University Press.

Vitale 2012: Vitale, Francesco. The Ethics of
Space: Jaques Derrida and the architecture to
come, International Society for the Philosophy of
Architecture. Available at: http://isparchitecture.
com/the-ethics-of-space-jaques-derrida-and-
the-architecture-to-come-by-francesco-vitale/
(11.09.2016).

VMRO 02.11.2010: VMRO. Mocr n
namerank B loaemoso orxkpun BMPO.
Available at: https://vmro.bg/most-i-pametnik-
v-goleshovo-otkri-vmro (01.06.2023).

87


news://News.bg
news://News.bg
https://news.bg/regions/
Pzdnes.com
Pzdnes.com
https://shorturl.at/ltJZ6
http://ucparis.fr/files/9313/6549/9943/
https://www.standartnews
Struma.com
Struma.com
https://www.struma
http://isparchitecture
https://vmro.bg/most-i-pametnik-v-goleshovo-otkri-vmro




	Mina Hristova, Everyday Nationalism and Identity Narratives: The Case of the Built Environment in the Sandanski Municipality

